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UAE human trafficking law tightened
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Dubai/ The UAE’s human
trafficking law has been
amended so that intent to
commit an offence is now
the same as committing the
crime itself.
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Dr. Anwar Gargash, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, said the 2006 law to
combat human trafficking
has been altered to become
more detailed and comprehensive. It now ensures
that a person aware of a
human trafficking crime
and who does not report it
can be punished, as well as
offering more support for
victims and protection for
witnesses.
The amendment to the
law shows that the country is serious about cases
of human trafficking,
whereas it is not simply a
frozen [law], but it is being continuously developed.
“It’s important that the
authorities are aware of

any changes to the laws to
properly enforce it,” Dubai
Police chief Maj Gen
Khamis Al Muzeina said.
Brig Mohamad Al Murr,
head of the Human Rights
Department at Dubai Police, said that the amended
law stipulates a minimum
fine of Dh100,000 and

a minimum of five years in
jail. Those convicted of
withholding information
about human trafficking
will be fined a minimum of
Dh5,000 and serve a one to
five-year jail term.
Sara Ibrahim Shuhail, director of the Ewa’a Shelters
for Women and Children in
Abu Dhabi, said that psychological and financial
support is important in
rehabilitating victims of
human trafficking. “Most

victims are women, who we
want to help get back on
their feet without falling
into the same cycle of human trafficking,” she said,
adding that most of these
women are uneducated
and/or come from poor
countries.

“We want to make sure they
have the tools to not fall victim to such crimes in their
home countries. We also
provide them with a sum of
money until they are able to
take care of themselves and
find jobs.” However, Ms.
Shuhail said that some women run the risk of getting
killed in war-torn countries
and that Ewa’a dealt with
three such cases last year.
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UAE human trafficking law tightened
“We were able to rescue
three girls, all minors,
who were pressured into
performing horrible acts,”
she said, adding that her
organization was able to
help them obtain citizenship for another country.

Seek Expert Advise
Al Mubasheri is one of the
finest providers of legal
services in the country
with the ultimate goal of
offering exceptional support thru the prospect of
exploring all available and
inventive approaches in
aiming for success in legal
dealings and transactions
where clients’ best inter-

ests are on top priority.
High-caliber lawyers and
legal consultants who are
well-accomplished in their
fields of practice coupled
with versatility in client collaborations are the main asset of this law firm.
Establishing solid linkages to
clients from initial contact

until the end of the contract is
of high value in our firm. We
take pride in providing efficient, quality services and
legal solutions in all the aspects of a business start-up
and are humbled by the trust
and confidence our clients
has bequeathed thus far.

